(ARN)

frican Refugee-Led Network (ARN) is a formerly known as the Global Refugee-led

Network Africa Chapter. Is one among the six regional chapters that constitutes the

Global Refugee-led Network (GRN.) It includes refugee-led groups across Sub-Saharan

Africa and is led by 15 steering committee members from across the continent. ARN
was formed in 2019 during the first-ever Africa Refugee Summit that brought together 72
refugee leaders from across the continent. With a vision to build a network of refugees and
refugee-led initiatives to bolster refugees’ ability to make meaningful contributions to
decision-making tables and policy dialogues. It aims to advocate for refugee agency and self-
representation, strengthening the collaboration between the network members, relevant
global initiatives, and other stakeholders, to guarantee positive changes to development and
humanitarian systems. Furthermore, it aims to enhance refugee inclusion on local, national,
and international levels. The ARN has so far been able to establishing a number of national
refugee-led networks at country levels, including in Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, South Africa,
Angola, Nigeria and Tanzania has recently established one. There are more works in the
pipeline to grow the network across Africa.

1.2 Our Vision

. The vision of RELON
“To be an influential regional network that promotes participation and inclusion of Refugees
and RLOs in decision that affects their wellbeing”

1.3 Our Mission

Mission Statement

“ARELON exists to influence, coordinate and advocate for inclusion and participation of
refugees and RLOs in decision making at national, continental and global levels through policy
advocacy, research capacity building, coordination and partnerships.”

14 Our Core Values
* Rights based
e [Equity and Equality
e Accountability and Transparency
e Participation and Inclusion



Africa hosts over 5M refugees, about half of whom are seeking asylum in the East Africa. The
region with growing populations and increasing levels of poverty, is both a source of and host to
refugees, and continues to be impacted by conflict and violence, that drives displacement
internally and to neighbouring countries. For regional integration to be effective, it needs to be
inclusive of refugees in the region who have the capacity to contribute to the development of
their host countries and to the region as a whole. There should be no discrimination levied
against East African citizens who are fleeing persecution or conflict. In fact, they should be
accorded better protection and facilitation towards their social cohesion and economic
integration, self-reliance and the building of their resilience. Despite the enabling regional and
international policy framework, the Convention Travel Document (CTD) issued to refugees by
EAC Member States have varied levels of acceptance, resulting in incongruent policies and
resultant obstacles and difficulties for refugees travelling in the region. The EAC, the Member
States of the EAC, as well as humanitarian and development partners must play a key role in
ensuring that East Africans travelling on refugee identity cards and travel documents do not face
discriminatory actions, in order to harness the dividends of refugee-hosting, at a time of
declining resources for protracted situations of displacement.

As millions around the world prepare to celebrate World refugee Day today June 20t 2023, the
Africa Refugee-led Network (ARN) seeks to optimise, coordinate, promote, advocate, and ensure
support for refugees continentally, guided by our slogan “Nothing for Us Without Us”

We advocate for relevant stakeholders, including, all RELONS, RLOs, governments and host
communities to share a common space for advocacy, legal analysis and

good practices and exchanging ideas, promoting State-to-State engagement, capacity building.
and resourcing of relevant operational actors, as well as organisations to exchange their
experience share information on good practices, test pilot programmes with the singular
intention to find solutions to improve the lives of refugees, ease the pain and allow for rebuilding
of shattered lives,

That is the “: hope away from home” that refugees wish to see. This is the Hope Away from
Home that ARN hopes to see today

We further call on to the refugee host governments and host communities including refugees
themselves to work together to promoting socio-economics, and empower refugees to integrate
with the purpose of reducing the burden of dependency and enabling them come self-reliant.

We call on host governments to reduce the need for movement of refugees by absorbing
them, through valid and sustainable documentation, valuable education, valuable economic and
social justice, ensure stability by ensuring employment, family unification and access to health
rights and other opportunities.

We further express our disbelief and sadness at the ongoing conflicts around the continent with
millions of our people being killed, displaced, and rendered homeless.

Internally displaced people and refugees suffer enormous pain and trauma by these acts of
impunity, from Sudan in the last couple of months to the never-ending killings in the Democratic



Republic of Congo, Central Africa Republic, Cameroon, and many other countries in the
continent.

We witnessed with so much concern the treatment of refugees in Malawi, by government armed
forces where women and children are arrested, thrown in lorries and locked up in jails that
harbour harden criminal, their only crime being that they are refugees, the anti-foreigner and
xenophobic attacks perpetrated on all foreign nationals including refugees in South Africa, who
are traumatised and already victims of attacks, wars and other catastrophes such as disasters!

We begin to wonder whether as to when, where and how this “HorPE AWAY FROM HOME" is going to
be possible, as we also anticipating refugees who fleeing from “Persecutions in their home
countries, facing oppression in the countries of asylum” by the bodies that should actually be
protecting them.

We call onto an action by the UNHCR, other UN bodies, African Union, IGAD, EAC, SADC, ACPHR,
EU and member states to A.U to all look in to the highted situations and come to the rescue of
refugees in Africa.

As we yearly celebrating the World Refugee Day on this day of 20" of June; let’s all take time to
reflect on how we should handle refugee matters, and change the existing narratives towards
them as they are also human beings who came to seek safety and protection, and they deserve
to be treated with dignity. Refugees comes from their countries of origin with a lot of wealth of
skills and values to contributing to the socio-economic of their countries of asylum if only
allowed a safe environment to showcasing and operating on.

In some countries, World Refugee Day is celebrated without the concern population of refugees
being involved nor invited to making their day, as some parts of the world refugees are neither
given a day off joining their fellows in celebrating what is so called their day. Therefore, we call
on to the UNHCR and UN bodies and host countries to consider involving refugees from the
planning to realization of hat concerns them, with the spirit of “leaving no one behind.” For the
purpose of inclusion and meaningful participation towards the second, and upcoming Global
Refugee Forum (GRF), where we are hoping that the 25% refugee participation shall be
respected.

Ends.




